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TRIAL OBJECTION QUICK REFERENCE
FORM 
	Objection
	Core Issue
	Use When

	Leading
	Suggests the desired answer
	Coaching on direct

	Compound
	Multiple questions combined into one
	Counsel asks 2+ factual inquiries at once

	Argumentative
	Argues, provokes, or persuades rather than seeks facts
	Debate disguised as question/answer

	Assumes Facts Not in Evidence
	Presumes disputed or unproven facts
	Premise not established by admissible evidence

	Vague / Ambiguous
	Unclear wording
	Unclear or susceptible to multiple meanings

	Asked & Answered
	Repetitive questioning
	Same question already clearly answered

	Narrative
	Invites uncontrolled, open-ended storytelling
	Broad, open-ended story for answer

	Nonresponsive
	Does not answer the question asked
	Witness evades question or volunteers unrelated info

	Misstates the Evidence
	Incorrect summary of prior evidence
	Question distorts evidence

	Harassing / Badgering
	Abusive or intimidating questioning
	Raised voice, intimidating, embarrassing tone



PERSONAL KNOWLEDGE & FOUNDATION
	Objection
	Rule
	Use When

	Lack of Personal Knowledge
	602
	No firsthand observation

	Calls for Speculation
	602
	Guesswork/speculation

	Lack of Foundation
	104/901
	Predicate not laid

	Improper Lay Opinion
	701
	Expert testimony by unqualified/lay witness

	Improper Expert Opinion
	702
	Lacks sufficient facts, reliable methods, and relevant expertise

	Improper Hypothetical
	702
	Facts not in evidence



RELEVANCE & RULE 403
	Objection
	Rule
	Use When

	Relevance
	401/402
	No link to claim/defense

	Rule 403 – Prejudice
	403
	Prejudice outweighs probative value

	Cumulative
	403
	Repetitive evidence

	Invades Province of Jury
	403/704
	Witness decides ultimate issue



HEARSAY & DOCUMENTS
	Objection
	Rule
	Use When

	Hearsay
	801–803
	Out-of-court statement offered for truth of matter asserted (unless exception)

	Best Evidence Rule
	1002
	Original required

	Lack of Authentication
	901
	Exhibit not authenticated



SCOPE & PROCEDURAL
	Objection
	Use When

	Beyond Scope (Cross)
	New matter beyond direct examination

	Beyond Scope (Redirect)
	New matter beyond cross examination

	Violation of Stipulation
	Violates agreement between parties on stipulated facts or evidence

	Privilege
	Protected communication (e.g., attorney-client privilege/work product doctrine)

	Settlement Discussions
	Confidential settlement offers or negotiations offered to prove liability or damages


www.courtdeadlines.com
image1.png
©@)1,8
Courb
HH Deadlines




